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were of marvellous use to his preceptor all his life.
Dubois led him into debauchery, made him despise all
duty and all decency, and persuaded him that he had
too much mind to be the dupe of religion, which he
said was a politic invention to frighten ordinary intel-
lects, and keep the people in subjection. He filled him
too with his favourite principle, that probity in man
and virtue in woman, are mere chimeras, without ex-
istence in anybody except a few poor slaves of early
training. This was the basis of the good ecclesiastic's
doctrines, whence arose the licence of falsehood, de-
ceit, artifice, infidelity, perfidy; in a word, every vil-
lainy, every crime, was turned into policy, capacity,
greatness, liberty and depth of intellect, enlightenment,
good conduct, if it could be hidden, and if suspicions
and common prejudices could be avoided.

Unfortunately all conspired in M. d'Orleans to open                         ;

his heart and his mind to this execrable poison: a fresh                         [

and early youth, much strength and health, joy at                         \

escaping from the yoke as well as vexation at his mar-                         |

riage, the wearisomeness produced by idleness, the                         j

impulse of his passions, file example of other young                         j

men, whose vanity and whose interest it was to make                         I

him live like them.   Thus he grew accustomed to de-                         -;

bauchery, above all to the uproar of it, so that he                         \

could not do without it, and could only divert him-                         j

self by dint of noise, tumult, and excess.    It is this                         j

which led him often into such strange and such scan-                         I

dalous debauches, and as he wished to surpass all his
companions, to mix up with his parties of pleasure the
most impious discourses, and as a precious refinement,
to hold the most outrageous orgies on the most holy